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The Coming City. By Richard T. Ely, Ph.D. LL.D., Professor 
of Political Economy and Director of the School of Eco- 
nomics and Political Science in the University of Wis- 
consin. Thomas Y. Crowell & Co. Pp. no. 

This little book, the expansion of a lecture, is in Professor Ely's 
best vein. It gives a bird's-eye view, not of visionary plans, but of a 
movement that is visible in our urban life. Not all factors in the 
movement are well represented in every city, but enough is going for- 
ward to convince Professor Ely that he used a misnomer when he 
called the original lecture " Neglected Aspects of Municipal Reform." 
They are observed and calculated upon to such a degree that he 
believes it is more strictly in accordance with the facts to speak of 
"The Coming City." He does this in a most hopeful and stimu- 
lating way. The argument is not that the better urban conditions are 
coming no matter how indifferent good citizens may be, but that there 
is a fighting chance to make a good rate of progress. The line of argu- 
ment is suggested by the phrases : "Expert knowledge required for 
successful municipal administration;" "municipal government a pro- 
fession rather than a business ;" " the ideal of the city as a well-ordered 
household ;" " the city as a work of art." Including an appendix 
containing useful illustrative material, the book provokes interest in 
nearly every phase of the modern movement for better cities. The 
closing paragraphs would doubtless strike the typical ward politician 
as somewhat perfervid. To anyone who feels the seriousness of the 
subject, their note is none too high : 

We have to prepare for the coming domination of the city, and for an 
extension of urban conditions even to rural communities. We have to adjust 
ourselves to some extent to a change of ideals. What shall we say to this ? 
Certainly there is no ground for despair. The spreading out of cities and the 
extension of urban conditions to country districts may mean, and must be 
made to mean, a combination of advantages of city and of country. Our ideal 
in this country has been the domination of the rural community rather than 
of the city. But if we look back upon past history, and ask ourselves whence 
the sources of the highest achievements in the way of culture and civilization, 
we shall find much to give us hope in the prospect of the domination of the 
city in the twentieth century. As we think about the city during human 
history, we recall Jerusalem, Athens, Rome, Florence, London, Paris, Berlin — 
sources of religion, learning, and art. Is it without significance that the 
words " polite " and " urbane " are both derived from words meaning " city "? 
Is it without significance that Christianity became known in a city, and that 
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the word " pagan" means a "dweller in the country"? Or is it without sig- 
nificance that the apostle John saw a redeemed society existing as a city? — 
"And I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down from God out 
of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband." 

I think all of these things are deeply significant, and the significance is 
perceived in the expression " civic church," which, like the expression *' the 
city a well-ordered household," gathers up ideals which are animating those 
who are giving shape to the twentieth-century city. The city is destined to 
become a well-ordered household, a work of art, and a religious institution in 
the truest sense of the word " religious." 

The great Italian, Mazzini, said long ago : Every political question is 
becoming a social question, and every social question a religious question. 
Until our religion can take in municipal reform, we shall not achieve the best 
of which we are capable in the way of the city. We must come to have that 
feeling which the Psalmist had for the great Jewish city, and the promise and 
power of the present efforts making for civic righteousness are found pre- 
cisely in this fact, that we are coming to have just that sort of a truly religious 
feeling. You remember the words of the Psalmist : " If I forget thee, O 
Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember thee, 
let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth : if I prefer not Jerusalem 
above my chief joy." So we may learn to say — indeed, are learning to say : 
" If I forget thee, O Chicago, O New York, O St. Louis, let my right hand 
forget her cunning. If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the 
roof of my mouth : if I prefer thee not above my chief joy," And because 
we are learning to say this, we may look forward with the brightest anticipa- 
tions to the future of the twentieth-century city. 

A. W. S. 

Americans in Process: A Settlement Study by Residents and 
Associates of the South End House, Edited by Robert A. 
Woods, Head of the House, North and West Ends, Boston. 
Houghton, Mifflin & Co. Pp. ix+389. Si. 50. 
In the language of the preface : 

The indifference of the so-called good citizen is largely because his best 
effort to produce a mental picture of his city in its essential human aspects 
results in something altogether vague, scattered, out-of-date. Many of the 
efforts toward better things reflect this lack of mental furnishing in being 
piecemeal, casual, and beside the mark. The purpose of this volume, as of 
its predecessor (The City Wilderness), is to contribute toward building up a 
contemporary conception of the city, as the groundwork of a type of muni- 
cipal and social improvement, which shall be accurate in its adaptation to 
detailed facts, and statesmanlike in its grasp of large forces and total 
situations. 



